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olkata is still being dug up for

expansion of the East-West

corridor of Metro Railway.
Some people say that Kolkata is
probably floating on oil. But a Coal
Mine in Kolkata? Yes, you will have a
thrill of getting into the darkness of
an underground Coal Mine when you
visit the Mock-up Coal Mine at Birla
Industrial and Technological
Museum, the oldest Government-
owned Science Museum of the
country.

8l Mine, which was
June 11, 1983,
of going into a real
hen, large number
sited this exciting




Th@ﬂ‘/ll %ﬂ#ﬁgﬁ?ﬁﬁwng is made full
SEAE phiken fpdedepanstline. So that
VWit gAY ugh if you will have a
thrill of going underground. Coming
out of the cage, you will see
Manager's Office where the miners
take instructions before going to the
working place and then you will pass
through air lock doors into the pit
bottom. Here you will be surprised to
see the mysterious underground
world.

You can see two main systems of
mining practiced in India, namely,
Bord & Pillar and Longwall Mining.

TN RS sed in both the
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Frgticrmdaraes You can also see
different kinds of roof supports like
Roof Bolts, Wooden Props, Cogs and
Joist and can get a view of both sand
stowing and caving systems in
Longwall face.

Working in underground is not really
as hazardous as is thought of. You
can see safety lamp used to measure
the percentage of explosive methane
gas, stone dust barriers to avoid
propagation of fire and a very good
communication system to maintain
contact with the surface.
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Roof and floor convergence issues are
quite frequent inside the downcast Coal
Mine. Taking preemptive measures to
tackle such incidences, therefore, is one
of the major challenges on the part of
the mining professionals over the year.

Telescopic Convergence Indicator
measuring convergence between the
roof and the floor of a mine; Suspension
Convergence Indicator — an equipment
to measure roof or floor convergence in
mines; Anchorage Testing Machine —to
check maximum withstand load of roof
bolts inside a mine, to name a few, are
some of the new modern mining
instruments and indicators are here to
enhance the immersive experience of
ey.

ground, a Portable
Machine, used for
bpe cabile, is also a
is underground



Visit to an underground mine creates a sense
of zmEvR EBERE TNl ehjoy and get an
overall ifeme oEdground mining situation.
Rag. Mo, - L-142404/2024
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