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' J'\‘)intage Voyage

Communication Technology

To communicate is an action.

Itis also a choice.

As a species, we've been
keen to communicate. Our
technologies have advanced
parallel to the urge to tell our
stories — louder, clearer and
faster. Innovating,
automating, improving and
sometimes scraping it all to
make way for better
mechanisms — for better or
for worse — the evolution of

- communicating devices is as

alluring as the artefacts
themselves.
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A3 we graduated from
24srncke signals and
mlessenger pigeons to

tdlephone and snapchats, we
built on the legacies of past
advances. Hieroglyphs of

yesteryears TRANSMIT
information as efficiently as
the ematicons today. Wired
and wireless messages
make their way around the
globe today, much like the
message that the first radio
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BROADCAST. Closer home,

communication innovations
amplified our call for
freedom and sealed the

SWADESH CONNECT.

We longed to TETHER — but
we learnt how to do it by
remaining untethered.

Forms and functions
changed. What remained is
the indelible impact that .
each of these technological
changes brought into our
methods of information
exchange. This vintage
communication technology
exposition is our attempt to -
show and tell how the past
connects to our present and
broadens the horizon leading
to the future. Each exhibit
here is a rare collective.
Additionally, each is a
functional piece that charted
the evolution of
communication technology —
as we know it today.

)

-,




We think of our
data being in the

but in reality it mostly
travels around the world

New and longer distance
telegraph cables
accelerated
communication in the
19th century, speeding
e g & up the modern world.
This incredible feat of engineering paved the way
for modern, instantaneous communication.




broadcast technologies

' ¥ totheturn of the

y 1he use of radio transmission
between ships and shore were
not only a fashionable novelty but

a genuine life-saver. With a
generation of returning First World
War servicemen-turned-radio hams

popularizing the idea of radio

broadcasting, radio came into its own.

and
of today date back

When analogue
communication took to the
airwaves with the invention
of wireless telegraphy, we
learnt to go mobile.




1 Communication technologies that
.ﬁi{' the British pioneered and propagated in

| Indiato reinforce control over their most prized

| colony, inadvertently consolidated and connected the
sparse but strong calls for freedom that had began
to echo in the pre-independence period.

- cqn=-ﬁﬂalﬁiﬁ+gerap h\/ and rad|0 networks gave voice

el TRl S o e A0 153

L e g spPEGlonial sentiments and oppressions.

~ = Propagation of original research by Indian

i experimentalists provided homegrown solutions to
problems yet to be figured out by the West. Access
to global news, local developments and stirring
speeches by charismatic leaders appealed to the
masses and helped unite the diverse voices of

dissent over the Indian subcontinent.

Communication technologies for colonising India
ended up connecting her more deeply and widely.
Acquired, adopted and adapted upon necessity,
British tools for subjugation were destined to reward
India with Swaraj.




An aspect of modern life most of us would
struggle to live without is

Instantaneous
communication.

Until the late 19th century, the quickest way to

communicate was by letter - made faster with
the advent of the railways — augmented with the
arrival of the telegraph — and yet far from the
gratification of instant transmission of
speech, anywhere in the world.

From the first crackly telephone call to the 'smart’
devices so many of us carry everywhere - one-to-
one voice communication was slow to come but
fundamental to change the way we interact.
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